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I. To ALL IsRAEL.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and even
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs
22:6).

Every father is obliged to educate his son in the
Torah and the commandments from his earliest childhood,
so that the performance of his duties becomes second
nature to him. If he has received a Jewish education in
his youth, it will not be difficult for him to adhere to the
commandments as a grown man, because he will have
acquired the habit of observing them.

Parents should not think that their neglect of their
child’s education is merely a temporary handicap which
can be overcome as he grows older. It is an irreparable
loss for, if he should wish to make up his deficiencies when
he reaches the years of understanding, it will be extremely
difficult for him. Because he has not acquired the
proper habits, he will be compelled to begin from the



